
NORDIC NEEDLE 
GARDEN PARTY STITCHERS’ 

RETREAT 

April 17 – 20, 2008 
Instructors for the 2008 Retreat  

 
JEAN MANN – Jean has been a part of the Nordic Needle 
family since 1994, teaching classes and designing patterns in 
many techniques.  Her specialties are Hardanger embroidery, 
Brazilian embroidery, huck embroidery, silk ribbon, 
stumpwork and many others.  Jean brings experience, 
knowledge and creativity to each and every class! 

BARB OLSON – Barb worked as a professional picture framer 
for 17 years and is now a customer service representative at 
Nordic Needle.  Barb enjoys Brazilian embroidery, Hardanger 
and cross stitch.  
 
LYNN HANSON – Lynn works part time at Nordic Needle but 
has been a customer since the doors opened at the shop almost 
33 years ago!  Lynn does Hardanger embroidery, cross stitch, 
pulled thread, drawn thread, canvaswork and other 
techniques.   
 
VICKI PETERSON – Vicki has taught many tatting classes at 
Nordic Needle over the years and has been tatting for 26 
years.  Vicki has worked for the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture at the Biosciences Research Lab in Fargo for 19 
years.  She is looking forward to retirement in about 2 years 
so she can pursue her many other hobbies. 
 
BETH JOHNSON – Newly wed Beth is in her second month of 
marriage and her second year on staff at Nordic Needle, 
working in the retail store.  Beth works closely with Jean in 
planning classes in the store and has learned many new 
needlework techniques since being on staff.  Beth will teach 
embroidery on paper. 
 
RUTH HAHN – For over 11 years on staff, Ruth has brought a 
ray of sunshine to Nordic Needle. With her gifts for gardening, 
silk ribbon is a natural needlework technique for Ruth to 
enjoy.   She will be teaching huck embroidery and silk ribbon, 
and needle felting with Tasha.  Ruth and her husband, Jim, 
enjoy living on a farm on the North Dakota prairie. 

TASHA GRINDBERG – Tasha has been on staff at Nordic 
Needle for several years, with many skills and knowledge in 
many departments. Tasha is also a busy mother of three 
beautiful daughters. Tasha has taught the beginner’s 
Hardanger class and this year joins Ruth in teaching needle 
felting. 

 

RETREAT SCHEDULE 2008 

Thursday, April 17 
10:00 am to 12:00 noon Registration 
10:00 am to 12:00 noon Lunch on your own 
Noon to 1:30 pm  Welcome & Kick-off Event  
2:00 pm to 5:00 pm  Class – Intermediate Hardanger - Jean 
2:00 pm to 5:00 pm  Class – Pulled/Drawn Thread - Lynn 
2:00 pm to 5:00 pm  Nordic Needle Store – Shop & Tour 
2:00 pm to 10:00 pm  Open Stitching 
6:00 pm to 7:00 pm  Buffet Meal 
7:00 pm to 8:00 pm  Meet & Stitch with the teachers  
7:00 pm to 9:00 pm  Nordic Needle Store – Shop & Tour 

Friday, April 18 
8:00 am to 9:00 am         Breakfast Buffet 
9:00 am to 12:00 noon Open Stitching  
9:00 am to 12:00 noon Nordic Needle Store - Shop & Tour 
9:00 am to 12:00 noon Class – Brazilian Embroidery - Jean 
9:00 am to 12:00 noon Class – Beginning  Counted Canvas- Lynn 
9:00 am to 12:00 noon Class – Needle Felting – Ruth and Tasha 
12:30 pm   Luncheon and Swap Meet 
1:30 pm – late at night Open Stitching or shopping/tour at Nordic 

Needle 
2:00 – 5:00 pm  Tour the Hjemkomst Viking Ship Museum 
2:00 – 5:00 pm  Beginning Hardanger w/Silk Ribbon- Jean 
2:00 – 5:00 pm  Beginning Tatting - Vicki 

Dinner on your own or shop and stitch on your own 
6:00 pm to 10:00 pm  Nordic Needle Store – Shop & Tour 

Saturday, April 19 
8:00 am to 9:00 am  Breakfast Buffet 
9:00 am to 12:00 noon Nordic Needle Store – Shop & Tour 
9:00 am to 12:30 pm  Open Stitching  
9:00 am to 12:00 noon Class – Advanced Hardanger – Jean 
9:00 am to 12:00 noon Class – Huck and Silk Ribbon – Ruth 
9:00 am to 12:00 noon Class – Continuing Tatting - Vicki 
12:30 pm   Luncheon and Bookmark Exchange 
1:30 pm to midnight  Open Stitching 
2:00 pm to 5:00 pm  Class – Stumpwork Embroidery – Jean 
2:00 pm to 5:00 pm  Class – Embroidery on Paper - Beth  
2:00 pm to 6:00 pm  Nordic Needle Store – Shop & Tour – 
   last chance 
5:30 pm to 6:00 pm  Bring in a piece for Stitcher’s Showcase 
7:00 pm to 8:00 pm  Banquet 
8:00 pm to 9:00 pm  Stitcher’s Showcase 

Sunday, April 20 
7:30 am to 11:00 am  Open Stitching 
7:30 am to 8:00 am  Bagel and juice  
8:00 am to 11:00 am  Class – Counted Thread Sampler – Jean 
8:00 am to 11:00 am  Class – Framing Techniques – Barb 
11:30 am   Grand Buffet Brunch and Good Bye 

 

GARDEN PARTY RETREAT INFORMATION  
Registration Fee:  $299.00 

The fee includes three classes (see class schedule), plus: 

Thursday’s kick off event, Thursday night’s buffet, Friday’s breakfast 
and luncheon, Saturday’s breakfast, luncheon, and banquet, and 
Sunday’s juice and bagel and Grand Buffet Brunch.  Also included are 
open stitching, coffee breaks and snacks, tour of Nordic Needle, 
Hjemkomst Tour, welcome Goodie Bag, entry into the Saturday 
Stitcher’s Showcase, and the very popular and generous door prizes.  
Costs for hotel and class materials are NOT included. 
 
RETREAT IS LIMITED TO THE FIRST 70 REGISTRANTS . 
For the first time, we are offering Registration on line!  We will open 
registration on Monday morning, November 5, at 11:00 am CST.  
Payment for on-line and fax registration must be made by credit card.  
Registrations are also accepted by mail (postmarked November 2, or 
later), on a first come, first serve basis with payment made by check, 
money order or credit card.  All registrations must include telephone 
number and email address if available.  We will send confirmation upon 
receipt of the completed registration form and payment. 

HOTEL  - Free shuttles from and to the Fargo Hector Airport. 

Fargo Holiday Inn, 3803 13th Ave. S., Fargo, ND. A block of  
sleeping rooms is reserved for the Retreat attendees. This block is for 
standard and king leisure rooms away from the pool at a rate of $89.95 
per night plus tax.  Call toll free 1-877-282-2700 and ask for the Nordic 
Needle room block to reserve your room.  For this price you must have 
your reservation made by March 17, 2008.  If you have special needs or 
requests, make them when you register. Ask for a room close to the 
mezzanine if walking long distances is a problem. 

AIRPORT  

Hector International Airport is just a few miles from the hotel.  Fargo, 
ND, is serviced by Northwest Airlines, United Airlines, Allegiant 
Airlines, and Delta Connection. 

HJEMKOMST MUSEUM One of the main tourist attractions in the 
Fargo/Moorhead area is the Hjemkomst Center.  Hjemkomst means  
“homecoming” in Norwegian.  See the actual Viking Ship that was 
built by Robert Asp and sailed to Bergen, Norway, and on display in 
this unique museum in Moorhead, MN.  See the beautiful wooden Stave 
Church that is a replica of the Hopperstad Stave Church in Norway.  
Fascinating movies tell the stories of how these amazing structures 
came to be. http://www.hjemkomst-center.com/ 
 

BOOKMARK EXCHANGE AND PROJECT SWAP MEET  

Bring a finished stitched bookmark in a gift bag, unmarked.  We will 
collect them all and everyone who brought one will get to choose one!  
The Swap Meet is for those of you who have started a project and just 
don’t want to finish it!  That doesn’t mean someone else won’t want it.  
If you bring one or more unfinished projects to give away, you can 
choose the same number of someone else’s to take home and make it 
your own.  All unclaimed UFO’s at the end of the Retreat will be 
donated to a women’s shelter. 

 



 

 CLASS DESCRIPTIONS 2008 
Intermediate Hardanger – Learn the tailored buttonhole stitch, blanket 
stitch flower, and how to insert dove’s eyes on un-woven bars.  Pre-work 
is required before the class.  
Stitches you must have completed before class are the satin stitch blocks, 
solid motif, double cable, and the border leaf motifs.  Hardanger design is 
6.75” on 28 count Lugana fabric using Anchor pearl cotton in sizes 8 and 
12, and size #4 silver Kreinik braid. Bring a hoop or QSnap. 
Cost of Materials: $25.00  Instructor:  Jean  

                       
Pulled/Drawn Thread - Stitch a sampler bellpull or chatelaine, using 14 
different stitches to create your own original design.  Worked on 28 count 
Cashel linen with size #8 and #12 pearl cotton, Lynn will guide you 
through a variety of pulled thread and drawn thread stitches.  This class is 
not for beginners, but is an intermediate level class. $18.00 book 
included. 
Cost of Materials: $42.00  Instructor:  Lynn                       
Brazilian Embroidery – Intermediate level 
So real, you will want to pick it!  This little pansy flower in Brazilian 
embroidery is not for the beginner.  You must know how to do the bullion 
stitch to enroll in this class.  Finished design is only 2” in size and will 
enhance the top of a box, or make a lovely small framed piece. 4 different 
stitches used. 
Cost of Materials: $21.00  Instructor:  Jean    

     
Counted Canvaswork 
Lynn will teach “Spring Fling”, designed especially for the Retreat by 
Laura J. Perin.  Stitches include Smyrna crosses, Rhodes stars, diagonal 
satin stitch, long cross variations, fan stitches and straight stitches.  Color 
options include green and pink, as shown, as well as blue, red and orchid.  
Bring 8” stretcher bars or QSnaps to class. 
Cost of Materials: $28.00  Instructor:  Lynn  
 

Needle Felting  
An Adventure in Needle Felting with Ruth and Tasha.  We will explore the 
basic techniques of taking wool roving and create felted works of art.  Needle 
Felting can be used to embellish jeans, wool felt, cloth, knit items - really 
almost anything.  We will make a bookmark using wool felt as the backing, 
embellish a fabric square, and best of all we will try our hands at 3D 
sculpting. You get to keep all the felting tools, wool felting mat and book so 
you can continue after the class! 
Cost of Materials: $44.00          Instructors:  Ruth and Tasha 

        
Beginning Hardanger and Silk Ribbon Embroidery 
For the VERY beginner in Hardanger embroidery, use #5 pearl cotton to 
create the border in satin stitches.  Use the #8 Metallic Braid to add sparkle to 
your design.  If you have never tried Silk Ribbon embroidery before, see how 
this simple technique will add beauty to the Hardanger embroidery border.  
Finish into an ornament or small framed piece.  Beginner’s Hardanger book 
included. 
Cost of Materials:  $23.00  Instructor:  Jean 
Beginning Tatting 
Impress your friends and relatives with your own handmade tatted gift cards!  
Learn to tat flowers with a shuttle, add a line or two with a green felt tip pen 
for stems and leaves, and PRESTO you have a one-of-a-kind card to attach to 
a gift or use to send a note to someone special!  Pattern book included with 
supplies.  Bring a scissors and an empty thread spool. Class limit of 10   
Cost of Materials:  $16.00.    Instructor:  Vicki    

                  
Advanced Hardanger Embroidery 
The main focus of this class is the lacy buttonhole edge.  Before you come to 
this class, you must complete the satin stitch block border, eyelets, and the 
regular buttonhole edge, plus the center design except for the Holbein or 
double running stitch which Jean will also teach.  This project is advanced so 
do not expect to complete it during the class. 
Bring books, Fundamentals Made Fancy & Basics and Beyond 
Cost of Materials: $28.00  Instructor:  Jean  
Framing/Finishing your Needlework – Learn the techniques of padding, 
stretching, and finishing the back of your stitchery.  Bring your own stitched 
piece and frame or frame one of your completed Retreat class projects.  Other 
finishing techniques demonstrated will be lacing and taping. Cost of 
Materials:  $10.00   Instructor:  Barb 

Huck Embroidery and Silk Ribbon 
Ruth designed this creative Needle Book that combines huck embroidery 
with silk ribbon embroidery.  The huck embroidery border resembles a 
wrought iron garden gate with silk ribbon flowers and a lilac tree in the 
garden.  Ruth teaches the Ribbon Stitch, French Knot, Fly Stitch, Lazy 
Daisy Stitch and the Straight Stitch.  Instructions included for finishing 
with Felt “pages” inside for your needles to be stored. 
Cost of Materials: $34.00   Instructor:  Ruth  

               
Continuing Tatting  
Practice your tatting while creating a cherished, yet useful, bookmark.  
This class, using shuttle tatting, will add to the basic ring and prepare you 
to be able to create tree decorations, such as wreaths and snowflakes, and 
delicate edgings for the collar, pocket, or cuffs of a favorite shirt.  
Techniques for joining and splicing will also be taught.  Knowledge of 
making double stitches and basic rings is required. Bring a scissors and a 
corsage pin. Class limit of 10 
Cost of Materials: $15.00  Instructor:  Vicki  
Stumpwork Embroidery  
Jean designed this delicate dragonfly in stumpwork that measures 2 ½” 
across with wings that lift off the linen.  You will learn how to use cloth-
covered wire to build the life-like wings, using metallic and rayon 
threads.  Beads and a pearl form the body with metallic blending filament 
forming the legs.  Bring an 8” hoop or QSnap to class. 
Cost of Materials:  $25.00  Instructor:  Jean  

                                                           
Embroidery on Paper 
From pricking to stitching, Beth will show you the basics of embroidery 
on paper.  Beth stitched this spring tulip design on heavy card stock to be 
used as a frame mat to fit an 8” x 10” frame.  Set of 3 sizes of pricking 
tools and the pricking pad are included in class cost as well as the $20 
“Basics of Embroidery on Paper” book, Kreinik #4 braid and four colors 
of Rainbow Gallery Hi-lights thread.  You’ll be equipped to continue 
with embroidery on paper projects for a lifetime!   
Cost of Materials:  $53.00  Instructor:  Beth 
Counted Thread with a touch of Blackwork 
With touches of blackwork, twisted bars, bargello, and several other 
stitches, create this sampler design using Caron Wildflowers, #8 pearl 
cotton, floss, ribbon floss, Kreinik metallics and beads, on 28 count 
Cashel linen. Bring an 8” hoop or QSnap frame to class. 
Cost of Materials: $31.00  Instructor:  Jean  

What is Stitcher’s Showcase??? 
We want everyone to Show, to See, and to be Inspired by each 
other’s finished needlework pieces.  We hope everyone will 
participate in this exciting feature at the Retreat.  There will 
be no voting or prizes, just bring a piece you have stitched to 
be on display during our Saturday evening banquet for all to 
enjoy.  Details will be included in your confirmation letter. 

 
Nordic Needle Store Hours:   
Monday and Thursday: 9-9 

Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday: 9-6   
Closed on Sundays 

During the Retreat, we will be open Friday night the 18th, until 10:00  

 


